PRESS RELEASE

Next month sees the advent of Scotland’s first International Theatre Arts Festival and Forum.

Dràma Na h-Alba (DNA) takes place in various venues in Inverness from 18 – 22 October. The  60 event programme is spread over 10 venues and includes performances by professional companies from Scotland (including the National Theatre of Scotland), England, Wales and Sweden alongside youth and community groups from the area.  There will also be a programme of talks, workshops and seminars from professional practitioners with an international standing.

DNA has been set up by the Highlands and Islands Theatre Network (HITN) with support from Highland 2007, HIE and the Scottish Arts Council.

HITN is a membership organisation representing 26 theatre companies in the HIE area.  Moray is represented by 11 members, a figure which reflects the burgeoning theatre community in the area.  As a result Moray is well represented in the DNA programme.

Fit Angels is a group of women that first came together to perform a short play as part of International Women’s Day in March.  Bitten by the acting bug the group decide they wanted to carry on working together and successfully applied for a performance slot at DNA.

The group is now devising a new show, Kissing Bandits, which will be presented at the Spectrum Centre, Inverness on Thursday 18th and Saturday 20th October at 10pm.  A preview performance of Kissing Bandits will be presented at the Red Shoes Theatre, Elgin at 8pm on Wednesday 17th October.  

Forres Parkour is a new and unique young people’s performance company from Moray.   They started as a purely recreational group and got their first taste of performance using their skills to bring to life the battle scenes in the National Theatre of Scotland’s ‘Elgin Macbeth’.

Rush is a new piece that has been devised by this group of young people through workshop and improvisation sessions over the last few months.   Rush is a hard hitting look at issues that effect young people’s lives as they adapt to situations and negotiate obstacles in order to get where they want to be. The performance combines monologues, short scenes, and dialogue with a heady mix of movement and dance and can be seen at the Ironworks on Friday 19th and Sunday 21st October. 

Also appearing at the Ironworks on Thursday 18th and Sunday 21st October will be Wildbird with a one-man version of Shakespeare’s great tragedy, King Lear.  Also performing a solo piece is Vivien Maule from Forres, who interweaves monologues and a jazz piano score, by Philip Stewart, to present Talking Inside Out at the Spectrum Centre on Sunday 21st and Monday 22nd October.

Back in the Ironworks on Thursday 18th October, Inverness’s popular music venue, Right Lines 

Productions present Whisky Kisses: A Musical in the Making, a playreading and discussion of a new musical which centres on the attempts by two international collectors the buy the last bottle of a 100-year old malt. Rightlines Productions present a playreading  of Whisky Kisses, a new musical which centres on the attempts by two collectors the buy the last bottle of a 100-year old malt.  Whisky Kisses was the runner up in last year’s Highland Quest, the international competition to find a new Scottish musical.

Tickets for the Inverness performances are available from Eden Court Box Office in Debenhams (Mon - Sat 11.30am – 3.30pm) or on 01463 234234 (Mon – Fri 10am – 5pm) or online at www.thebooth.co.uk Full listings for DNA can be found at www.dna2007.info

Further information from Nick Fearne, Arts Development Officer, Moray Council  01343 557148 nick.fearne@moray.gov.uk
Note to Editors

Photo opportunities can be arranged with these groups.  In the first instance contact Nick Fearne, Arts Development Officer, Moray Council, 01343 557148

